Rheumatoid arthritis and membranous glomerulonephritis: a role for immune complex dissociative techniques.
Although controversial, several reports have linked rheumatoid arthritis (RA) with membranous glomerulonephritis (MGN). In none of these studies was an infectious etiology such as hepatitis B virus (HBV) thoroughly pursued. We evaluated a patient with classic RA and MGN unassociated with nephrotoxic drugs. Although negative by routine serological methods, hepatitis B surface antigen was eventually demonstrated in the serum, using immune complex dissociative techniques, and in the renal glomeruli, using tissue immunofluorescence. A review of the literature provides no conclusive evidence for a causal relationship of RA to MGN. The renal pathogenic potential of HBV, however, is well documented. Future use of immune complex dissociative techniques and tissue immunofluorescence may be of value in clarifying otherwise unexplained MGN in the setting of RA.